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2 Tim „ 
Conſider what I ſay, and the Lord give 
thee Underſtanding 1m all Things. 


n Words are the Apoſtle Paul's 


LY 2 \V 
„ : 7 * 

Of 

? 


Direction and Charge to Timo- 
thy, and relate immediately. to 


2 
8 


aan Doctrine mention d in the 8th 
— Toierſe: Remember that the Lord 
efus Chriſt, of the Seed of Abraham; was raiſed 
rom the Dead according to my Goſpel. His Red 


ſurre&ion from the Dead; was the Foundation 
and Proof of the whole Chriſtian Doctrine: And 


if Timothy needed to be called upon to conſider 


and remember ſo known a Truth, and great a 


Principle of the Chriſtian Religion ; we may 
certainly conclude that we have more need to 
be put in Mind of it, and ought by Parity of 
Reaſon to conſider the other Truths of Chriſti- 
anity, eſpecially ſuch as areleſs known and conſi- 
der d by us, than ſo great a Truth muſt be ſup- 
'd by him. And accordingly I ſhall uſe the 
ords at this Time as a Foundation of a more 
general Deſign, namely, To diſcourſe concern- 


ing the great Duty of Conſideration, which is of 
ſo great Importance in the Chriſtian Life, and - 

_. peculiarly ſuitable to younger Perſons, eſpeci- 
ally ſuch who are inſtructing in the Principles of 


the Doctrine of Chriſt. And I reckon I ſhall do a 
good Office if I am only your Monitor, and put 


one great Article of the Chriſti- 


N 
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p 
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you in Remembrance of the Things i in which you Y . 

have been ſo well inſtructed. * 
In the Handling of this Argument, I ſhall, 


I. Explain and Open the Nature of it. 

II. Conſider the Reaſons and Obligations. 
And I ſhall chooſe to draw in the doctrinal and 
practical Conſideration of the Matter under 
ji thefe two Heads. 


I. To Explain it. And here it will be neceſſary - 
| to conſider diſtinctly two Things; 1. The Ob- 
[ jects, or Things we are to conſider. 2. The 
1 Act, or what Conſideration is requir d. | 
| §. 1. The Objects. I ſhall reduce them all 
to two general Heads, which will comprehend 
the whole Object, or whatſoever we are con · 
cern'd to conſider in a religious Senſe ; na 
God and Ourſelves. And I ſhall give you a 
| ſhort View of both. 
(1.) What relates to God, I ſhall repreſent i in 
the following Particulars. 2 
1. We are to conſider his Being and Nature, 
That there is a God, a firſt and ſupreme Being, 
appears from the Reaſon of Things, and the vi- 
ſible Creation. For there muſt be a firſt Cauſe, 
or elſe there never could have been any thing : 
For nothing could make itſelf, or ever have been 
without a Maker. This vifible Creation is a | 
Pſal. xix. ſenſible Evidence of the Divine Being: The ? 
_ Heavens declare the Being as well as the Glory of 
God, and the Firmament ſheweth his Hanay-work. | 
Rom. i. So the Apoſtle argues with the Heathens: The © 
inviſible Tias of him from the Creation of the 
World are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the Things 
; which are made, even his eternal Power and God» _ 
! head. And by natural Reaſon, as well as by 
Heb.xi. 3. Faith, we come to underſtand that the Heaven. 
| 
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were framed by the Mord of God, ſo that Things 
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fection; ſo he is ſummarily deſcrib'd : God is a 
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appear. | 2 
The Divine Being is an infinite incompre- 


henſible Spirit: A pure Spirit, not capable of 


being ſeen or felt, like material and ſenſible 
Things, and without bodily Parts and Paſſi- 
ons. He is eſſential Life, a vital active Power, 
with Underſtanding and Will in infinite Per- 


John iv. 
24. 


Spirit. 
2. His Perſonalities, as well as his Nature. 


There are Three Perſons tho' One Godhead, the 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt: This is Mat- 


ter of pure Revelation, and can only be judged 
of by the Scripture Repreſentation. So the Fa- 


ther is the Fountain of the Trinity, and firſt in 
Order of Nature; and in ſome Reſpe& is great- john xiv. 


er than Chriſt. The Son is the only Begotten of 28. 


the Father, by an eternal and ineffable Genera- John i. 18, 


tion. And is the Image of the inviſible God: The 


Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, and expreſs Image Heb. i. 3. 
of his Perſon, or Character of his Subſiſtence. 


And thought it no _— to be equal with God. The 
Holy 2 proceeds from the Father, The Spi- 
7 


rit of 
is called the Spirit of Chriſt. The Manner of“ 


uth which proceedeth from the Father. And John xv. 


their Subſiſtence in the Divine Being, is the Rom. viii. 
greateſt Myſtery of the Chriſtian Religion, and ? 


above all the Reaſon and Thought of a human 
Mind. 


Concerning the Three Perſons, the Scripture 


-repreſents them as having diſtinct Offices and 


Operations in the Work of our Redemption, 


more particularly aſſign'd and appropriated to 


each, tho' all of them concur in the whole. So 


the Grace or Favour of the Father is more e- 
minent, who firſt entertain d the Thought, and 
formed the Deſign of our Recovery, without 


any Motive from without, or Conſideration 
. 35 


Matt. 
xxviii. 19. 


1 Cor. 
xili. 14. 


of Deſert: The Love of the Son, in coming into 


the World, taking our Nature upon him, dy- 
ing a- Sacrifice for Sin, ſcaling the New Cove- 
nant in his Blood, and living an Advocate for 
us in Heaven: The Efficiency and Power of the 
Holy Spirit, ſanctifying the Souls of Men, ap- 
plying the Redemption procured by Chriſt, 

{trengthening and comforting true Believers in 


him. 


We are baptized diſtinctly into the One Name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, i. e. dedicat- 
ed and conſecrated to the Service of this God, 
and obliged to every Perſon in whoſe Name we 
are baptized, and all the proper Duty reſpective 
to each. And we receive all ſaving Bleſſings 
from them: The Grace of the Lord Jeſus, the 
Love of the Father, the Communion of the Spirit, is 
the moſt comprehenſive Wiſh, and the ſhorteſt 
Summary of all ſaving Good. 

3. His Perfections and Attributes. God is in- 
finitely perfect and eſſentially happy. He is the 
proper Seat of all Perfection, and Fountain of 
Perfection to the Creature; the Center in which 
it all meets, and Spring from whence it is deriv- 
ed. He is diſtinguiſhed from all the Creatures, 
Men and Angels, by his Natural Perfections, 
which are proper to himſelf, and incommunica- 
ble to any other; as Neceſſary S:lf-Exiſtence, 
and Eternity. of Being; [mmeiſity of Nature, 
filling all Things, and being every where; In- 


dependence upon any other, and Sovereignty over 


all: Immutability and Unchangableneſs, in all the 
Periods of Time and Revolutions of Things in 
the World. Here he ſtands alone, He is God, 
ani beſides him there is none. And he ſhines 
in the Glory of his communicable Attri- 
butes,, or Moral Perfections; ſuch as are com- 
municated in a lower Degree, or at leaſt in a 
ncar Reſemblance, unto the Creatures ; 4 
they 
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they are capable of receiving a Likeneſs to him 
by; as Holineſs, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Juſtice, Truth. - 


He always acts according to the Direction, 


and in full Conſiſtence with every Perfection of 
his Nature, and cannot act in any thing with- 


out the Concurrence, or unto the Prejudice of 


any one. And he always loves his own Image 
in his Creatures, and loves them in Proportion 
to the Likeneſs they bear to him. | 

4. His Works are a large and noble Scene of 


.* Conſideration, full of Variety and Pleaſure, So 


And the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of wiſely confidering his 


Doings. And the wiſe Man requires us to con- Eccl. vii. 


ider the Works of God. 

The Work of Creation is a ſtupendious Effect 
of Almighty Power, making all Things out of 
Nothing, raiſing up this noble Fabrick of the 
viſible World by a Word of Command; fil 
ling every Part with proper Inhabitants, the 
Earth, Air, and Sea ; the great Variety and 
different Kinds of Creatures, ſuited to their 
ſpecial and particular Purpoſes, and fitted for 


the common End of All, the Glory of God, 


and the Welfare of the whole. So the Pſalmiſt 


confider'd the Heavens which he had made, the Moon Pſ. viii 3. 


and the Stars; and our Lord requires us to con- 


ſider the Fowls of the Air, and the Lillies of the Mat. vi. 
Field. The Works of Prouidence or Government 


of the World which he has made, is truly ad- 
mirable, and worthy of Conſideration : preſerv- 
ing and upholding the Frame of Nature ; pro- 
vidirig for all his Creatures ſuitable Good ; ſuþ- 
plying their various Wants; directing and over- 


ruling all their Actions, and all their Affairs, to 


their reſpective Ends. There is a general Care, 


and common Providence, which extends to the ut- 
moſt Compaſs of the Creation, reaches to the 
higheſt 


3 


Elihu ſpeaks to Job, Hearken unto this, O Job, . 
ſtand ſtill and confider the wondrous Works of God. pf, 1 FF 


9, 


13. 


26. 28. 
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| | . | higheſt and greateſt Beings, and deſcends to the . 
4 lower and minuter Parts; fo that nothing is a 
| Mat. x. bove its Care, or below its Notice. 4 Spar- 
#3 row falleth not to the Ground without our Heavenly 
Father. And there is a ſpecial and particular® 
Providence towards good Men, by which he 
guides, and directs their Ways; protects and 
defends them from Danger; watches over them 
for Good; appears ſeaſonably for their Re- 
Pl. xxxiv. lief, &c. The Angel of the Lord encampeth round 
7- . about them who fear him, and delivereth them. 
el. r. And he gives his Angels Charge over them to keep 
them in all their Ways. So the whole World of 
Creatures is maintained and ſupported at the 
Charge of his powerful and gracious Provi- 
dence, with exa& Care and conſtant Influence. 
5. The Revelations of his Will; or the Diſ- 
covery he has made of himſelf in his Word. 
Theſe are either ſuch as reſpe& the Nature of 
our Duty to him, or Grounds of our Hope from 
him; what he expects from us, or has given us 
Reaſon to expect from him. Thus he has re- 
vealed his eternal Purpoſe of Mercy to a loſt 
World through Chriſt; and the Way and Me- 
thod of its Exerciſe and Diſplay in the Co- 
Rom. iii. yenant of the Goſpel. Me are juſtified freely by | 
84 his Blood, through the Redemptiv which is in Jeſs. 
And he is ſet forth as a Propitiation for Sin through | 
-i. Faith in his Blood. Beſides, Life and Immortality | | 
da are brought to Light by the Goſpel - the Nature and 
Certainty of the future State and final Salva- 
tion, | | 
We have a diſtin& Account of the proper 
Duty of a fallen Sinner, eſpecially - with Rela- 
| tion to his Recovery, or what is made neceſla- 
3 ry on our Part in order to an actual Intereſt in 
the purchaſed Redemption, and all ſaying Be- 
Mar. xy; nefits: He who believes and is baptized ſball be 
16. ſaved, is the ſhorteſt Sum of what is peculiar 8 
. the 
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| the Goſpel. We have a clearer Repreſentation, 
and further Enforcement of all Natural Duty, 
Perſonal, and Relative, what we owe to God, 


1 or one another, in the ſeveral Capacities where- 
20 in we ſtand. He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what Mic. vi. 3. 
is Good, and what the Lord thy God requireth, of 
4 thee, to do Juſtice, love Mercy, and walk humbly 
with thy God. And, the Grace of God, which Tit. ii. 
WM | bringeth Salvation, hath appeared to all Men, teach- 1. 12. 
” ing them to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts; 
"| and ive ſoberly, righteouſfly, and godly in this pre- 
"| fent 171d. In this latter Conſideration of them, 
7 the Revelations of the divine will are more 
\ | propertly Laws ; as in the former they are a Co- 
i. | Tenant © The One preſcribes the whole Rule of 
7 the Creature's Duty ; the Other, the Terms of 
GC | 2 Sinner's Acceptance with God ; and ſo they Fe. 
4, | are reſpectively repreſented, as the Law of Faith, Rom. ut. 
of | and perfef? Law of Liberty; and as the New Co- B14. I. 
m venant, or New Teſtament in his Blood. Ns 
Bo 6. His Relations to us. The Natural Rela- 
tions in which he ſtands to us, as Maker and 
oft | Owner, Preſerver and Ruler, Benefactor and 
1a End. We are his and-not our own, for he hath 
. | ade us, and not we our ſelvet. He has a Right 
, do govern and diſpoſe us, whom he continual- 
— ly maintains and preſerves. And he is always 
ab” oing us good by innumerable and conſtant 
15 Mercies, and is the Spring of all our Bleſſings. 
. And the Gracious Relations in which he ſtands 
va- | 3 reconciled to us in Chriſt, and felated to us in 
Covenant: So he is a gracious Father, who 
bears a tender Regard to, and pities us, as a 
CY I Father pities his Son who ſerveth him: And he is a 
Ma. faithful Friend, always mindful of us, and ready 
Ws» help ; a ſure Refuge in every Time of Need. 
Be. | And he is the Portion of our Souls, and our 
de | Proper Happineſs and Reſt. 
to 


(2.) What 


—— ! — _ 
a7 


. 2 "IP = l — = = 
£7 2 a "0 th. as - LY - * . 7 WW. * 7 = 
| - n 2 - * 9 4 'F; 52 
: a 7 * * * — = * » 
f / 9 1 . "> >. g 
* 4 1 7 1 1 0 
71 * 


j | . 2.) What relates to Ourſelves, 1 ſhall rediies* 
| F to four Things. Wc - 


| 
| 
| 


1. We mult conſider. our natural Frame and 
Make; as we are the Creatures of God, of 
| ſuch an Order and Rank, and with ſuch Powers 
1 and Capacities of Nature. We are compound- 
ed Beings, conſiſting of a Body and a Soul, 
1 and there is ſomething very remarkable and 
4 conſiderable in both. | 98 

Our Bodies were firſt made of the Duſt of 

the Earth, but framed and faſhioned by the Hand 

- Pſ.cxxxix Of God; and are now curiouſly wrought in the 
| 15. lower Parts of .-2 Earth. Every Part of the Bo- 
dy is admirably framed for its proper . Uſe, 
l and fitted to its particular Office ; and the 
whole together makes up a curious Stru- 
N cture, with an erect Figure, and Marks of Ma- 
i jeſty, peculiar to itſelf. Our Souls were breath- 
ed into it by God the Father of Spirits, and are 
the living Image of the Divine Spirit; eſſential- 
ly vital and active, reaſonable and immortal 
Beings ; conſiſting of Underſtanding, Will and 
Affections, executive Powers, Memory and Con- 
ſcience, or a Power of Conſciouſneſs and re- 
flecting upon ourſelves ; capable of knowing 
and loving God, and being tor ever happy in 
rhe ſenſe of his Favour and ſight of his Glory: 
Every Soul is valuable and precious, redeemed 
by the Blood of Chriſt, and more worth than 
the whole World. 

2. Our Moral States and Condition. We were 
Innocent and Happy, as we came out of the 
Hands of God; in the full Perfection and Fe- 
licity of our Nature, without any ſinful Diſor- 
der within, or Trouble and Uneaſineſs with- 
out. We fell by Sin from our original State: 
'The firſt Man, by abuſing the Liberty of his 
Nature, and hearkening to the falſe Suggeſtions 
of the Devil, loſt his Purity and Felicity, and 

| in- 
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involy'd himſelf in Guilt and Miſery, under 
the Condemnation of the broken Law, and the 
Righteous Diſpleaſure of God. In this State 
we come into the World: All the Sons of A- 
dam have finued in him, and are by Nature Chil- Rom. v. 12 
dren of Wrath. We are recover d by the Divine EPÞ+ii. 3. 


Grace ; reſtor'd to the Fayour and to the Image 


ot God, by the Blood of Chriſt, and the ſan- 3 
ctifying Spirit. Ie are waſhed and ſanflifyd and ju- * Cor. vi. 
ſtih d, in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the 11. 


7 of our God. We are brought into a State 
of Friendſhip with God, being reconcil d by the 


Blood of the Croſs ; and renewed in our Minds 


after his Image, being regenerate and born of 

the Spirit. The Future State into which we 

muſt be diſpoſed at the Diſſolution of our 

preſent Natures,' is either unconceiveable and 

endleſs Happineſs or Miſery, the proper Per- 

fection of Glory and Joy, or Torment and Woe, «+ 

according to our preſent State and Temper. 

So after the Reſurrection of the Body, and 

Proceedings of the final Judgment: The Wicked Mat xxv. 

go into everlaſting Puniſhment ; but the Righteous 11. 

into Life eternal. Heaven and Hell will divide the 

whole World of Mankind, and every one have 

their Lot and Portion in the State for which 

they are fit. | 

3. Our Ways and Actions. So the Prophet 

ſpeaks in the Name of God ; Thus ſaith the Lord Hag. i. v. 

of Hoſts, confider your Ways. And the Pſalmiſt 

ſpeaks of himſelf; / thought on my Ways. And Plal-cxix. 

the wiſe Man ſays, The upright Man confidereth 3 ad 

his Ways. = « XX1. 
We ſhould conſider the Courſe of our Actions 

and Behaviour, in ſome ſuch Manner as this; 

What have I been doing ſince I came into the 

World, or to Years of Underſtanding? How 

have I been employ'd hitherto? What has been 

the governing Deſign 8 the proper 3 

1 g 0 


| — 
e . 
of my Life? Have I lived unto God; made it 
my End to pleaſe and honour him? Or have J 
lived to myſelf, made it my great Care to ſeek 
and gratify carnal or worldly ſelf > Have 
Rom, xii. I been Diligent or Negligent, Slothful in Buſi- 
II. neſs, or Fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord ? What 
am I zow doing? How do I behave myſelf ? 
Gal.vi.16. Do I walk according to this Rule; ſquare and 
conform my main Courſe by the Meaſure of 
the Divine Word? What is my daily Work in 
this World? What do I = to myſelf, and 
intend in what I do? Do I walk worthy of m 
high Calling; ſuitable to my Relation to God, 
the Circumitance and Condition of my Life in 
which I am placed; and the Capacity, and 
Call and Opportunities afforded 2 What: ſhould 
1 Theſ.iv. I do? How ought I to walk ſo as that I may pleaſe 
r. God ? Rectify what J find amiſs, and regulate 
every Diſorder > What will be the proper Duty 
of ſuch a Circumſtance into which I am like to 
be caſt ? In every new Relation of Life, or 
freſh Undertaking and Engagement in the 
World? What Snares am I like to meet with? 
What Watchfulneſs will be needful for my Se- 
curity ? How may I make an Advantage of e- 
very Tryal, and improve every Bleſſing to the 
greateſt Purpoſe of Good ? : 
4. The Grounds of our Hopes and Expectati- 
ons. We are delign'd for another World, as 
well as this; and muſt be for ever in a future 
State of Happineſs or Miſery. Does it not 
concern us to conſider what is like to become 
of us hereafter > Whither we muſt go when we 
leave the World, and quit the Body? Upon 
what Terms we ſtand with the great God ; 
and upon what Grounds we build our Hopes 
Deu. xxxii of another World? Should we not be ſo wife 
29. to underſtand and confider our latter End? Whe- 
ther we have been brought to an hearty _ 
. | lent 


[ 11 ] 
| ſent to the Coſpel Covenant, and Compliance 
with the Terms of Life and Death propofed 


in it? Whether we know that we are paſs'd from 
Death to Life, and have good Hope through Grace | 


of eternal Life? Can we ſay, I know in whom J: Tim. i. 
have believed, and am perſuaded that what I have 12. 


committed to him he is able alſo to preſerve unto that 
Day ? And, we know that when the earthly Houſe 
of this Tabernacle is diſſolved, we have a Building 
f God, an Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in 
the Heavens? Or whether we deceive ourſelves 
with vain Preſumptions, and groundleſs Hopes; 
build = the Sand; meer Imaginations or groſs 
Miſtakes, which will fink under our Weight in 
a Day of Tryal, and will betray us at laſt, and 

diſappoint us ſor ever? - | Ls 

It you ſay, I have cut you out much Work 
in ſo great Variety of Things: I anſwer, It muſt 
be the Work of every Day, and of our whole 
Lives, to be thinking over theſe Things; and 
every Man's Prudence muſt direct what is moſt 
ſuitable and proper to the ſeveral Seaſons and 
Circumſtances of Things. a 

$. 2. The Act. I ſhall briefly repreſent the 
Nature and Properties of it. What 'tis to 
_ conſider, and what Kind of Conſideration it 
ought to be: 

(1.) As to the Nature of it. Conſideration, in 
the general Notion of it, is the actual Exerciſe of 
our Thoughts, or Reaſon awaken'd and in Act. 
In the preſent Caſe, 'tis the Exerting our think- 


2Cor. v. 1. 


ing Power upon ſome Divine Subject, and in a 


Religious Manner; and is differently denomi- 
nated from the different Conſideration of the 
Things we think upon, or the different Man- 
ner of its Exerciſe. For Example, 

Tis either Reflection, and looking backward; 
upon what is already paſt. So Samuel tells the 


People; Confider how great Things the Lord hath 15a. =! | 
i 2 done 24 | 
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done for you. And the Prophet ; Remember ye not 4 4 


the former Things, neither conſider the Things of 
old? And this may reach as far back as the 
Beginning of our Lives, or the Beginning of 
the World ; for we can recolle&, and call back 


in our Thoughts, from the greateſt Diſtance of 


Time. Or tis, Intuition, looking directly in- 
wards, or turning the Eye of our Mind upon 
ourſelves, and what is preſent with us, and 
now before us. Obſerving the preſent Frame 
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and proper Workings of our Soul; and the 


daily Occurrences of Life, and Dealings of 
Providence towards us. So the wiſe Man di- 


Prov.xxiiirets, Conſider what is before thee. Or elſe 'tis 


Proſpect and looking forwards; upon what is 
yet to come, or likely to befal us. It reſpects 
Futurity, whether of Time or Eternity, which 
is only Futurity drawn out to a boundleſs Di- 
ſtance. In this Senſe the Spies ſpeak to one 


Jndg.xviii another, Now therefore conſider what you have to 


14. 


do; i. e. what lies before you, and what Courſe 
you ought to take. The Soul of Man has the 
Power and Capacity of each of theſe different 
Operations, and all of them are fitly compre- 
hended under the common Notion of Conſide- 
ration. | 
(2.) As to the Properties of it, or what 
Kind of Conſideration it ought to be: I ſhall 
deſcribe it a little briefly. 
- 1+ It ought to be Set and Solemn. We muſt 
not wait till ſomething riſe up in our Mind of 
its own Accord, and ſerious Thoughts thruſt 
themſelves upon us, or throw themſelves in our 
Way. We. muſt not only conſider Occaſionally, 
and upon ſome Accidents which may happen, 
and which may lead our Mind to ſuch 
Thoughts, or bring them to our Remembrance 
whether we will or no : Tho' we ought to lay 
hold of every ſuch Occaſion. But it ought 
| | c 


* 


! ; 
- * be ſometimes done of ſet Purpoſe, and with 
Choice and Deſign. We muſt retire out of 
the World, and ſit down by ourſelves, call to 
Mind proper Objects, and engage our Thoughts 
in a ſuitable Exerciſe, We — take a fit Op- 
portunity for it, allow proper Time, and make 
Conſcience of doing it, as we do of Prayer 
and Reading, or any other Duties of Religion. 
So Iſaac went out into the Fields to meditate in the Sen. xxiv. 
Evening Tide, i. e. he choſe a fit Seaſon for ©: 
a ſolemn Retirement. 
2. Deep and Serious. We muſt not take up 
with ſudden and haſty, or flight and tranſient 
Thoughts; like a Glance of the Eye at an Ob- 
ject as one paſſes by, or in the Apoſtle's Allu- 
fion, a Man beholding his natural Face in a Glaſs, : 
who going away and preſently forgets what manner of ; 
Man he was. But it muſt be deep and cloſe ; 
Thought, like a Man who looks ſtedfaſtly, and 
ſtares hard at ſome particular Object, when he 
would take great Notice of it, make his own 
Remarks, and be able give an Account to o- 
thers. So the Prophet ſpeaks of the King of ; 
Babylon: They who ſee thee ſhall narrowly look upon 16. xiv. 
thee, and conſider. 16. 
; We mult not skip from one Thing to ano- 
\ ther, or ſhift the Subject of our Thoughts too 
ſoon ; take only a general Survey, or ſuperfici- 
al View of Things : But our Thoughts ſhould _— 
dwell ſometime upon them, and be kept cloſe | 
to ſome particular Matter ; we ſhould endea- 
vour to enter into it, and go as far as we can, 
to the Bottom of it. Like the induſtrious Bee, | 
which don't quit a Flower till it has drawn ' 
ſome Sweetneſs from it. So Moſes requires the 
Iſraelites : Know therefore this Day, and confider it Deut. iv. 
in thy Heart, And tis ſaid of Mary, That ſhe 1 Ake ii. 
kept all theſe Things, and ponder'd them in her Heart. 1. | 
i. E.-ſhe turned them over in her Mind, _ 
: view 
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view'd them on every Side. We ſhould en age | 
a ſerious Thoughtfulneſs and Contern of Mind, 
in Proportion to the Evidence of Truth, and 
Importance of the Matter which is the preſent 
Subject of our Conſideration. 
3. Frequent and often renewed. Not ſeldom 
only, or once now and then, with great Di- 
ſtance, and Intervals of Negle& : There are 
few Perſons but ſome time or other find Occa- 
ſion to conſider. But we ought to renew the 
Exerciſe of it, and often repeat it : Our ſtated. 
Seaſons for it ſhould Often return; we ſhould be 
much in it, and abound in it. The Reaſen is, 
the moſt lively Thoughts ſoon wear off,, and' 
beſt Impreſſions gradually decline, by long 
Neglects and frequent Intermiſſions; they will 
need to be revived and renewed by freſh Ex- 
erciſe, and cloſe Application of Mind. Our 
cold and careleſs Hearts will need to be often 
chaffed to keep them warm and make them 
lively. ; 
And beſides the ſtated Seaſons for this Ex- 
erciſe, there are in every Man's Caſe, ſome- 
times ſpecial Seaſons and Calls for it, Every 
Sabbath Day particularly, will furniſh with 
Rev. i. 10. proper Leiſure ; The Apoſtle was in the Spirit 
on the Lord's Day. Any Opportunity of Soli- 
Pſal. xvi. tude and Retirement; The Pſalmiſt's Reizs in- 
7. ſtructed him in the Night Seaſon : In his waking 
Moments. Special Exerciſes of Providence in 
the Tryals and Afflictions of Life, is a pecu- 
liar Seaſon; ſo tis mark d by the wiſe Man: 
Eccl. vii. In the Time of Proſperity rejoyce, in the Day of Ad. 
14. verſity confider. Or any remarkable Experience 
and Enjoyment of God in a ſolemn Ordinance, 
or ſecret Devotion. / ; 
4. It muſt be Affecting and Practical. Our 
Conſideration muſt not be only for Speculation 
of Truth, or to form right Notions of Things; 
meerly 
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> Anecrly to exerciſe our Reaſon, and entertain 
© our Minds. For ſo a wicked Man may conſi- 
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Authority: Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, conſider 


Fl 7 1 


der the moſt ſacred and important Truths, 
without being ever the better for them. A 
vain and — Mind may think over all 
the Subjects of Conſideration propoſed, and 
remain unſanctify d ſtill. But we muſt conſider 
in order to an higher End; to warm and af- 
fe& our Hearts with what we think, and in- 
flaence and govern our Souls; that we may be 
the more deeply impreſſed with the Objects of 
our Thoughts, and brought under the Power 
of Divine Truth. Our deep and ſerious 
Thoughts often renewed, muſt make Things 
ſink the deeper into our Minds; give a ſtronger 
Tincture and Savour to them; and leave a 
more powerful and prevailing Influence behind 
them. In this Senſe God threatens Babylon; 


So that thou didſt not lay theſe Things to thy Heart, Iſa. xlvii. 
remember the latter End of them. 7. 


neither didſt 
And ſo much ſeems deſfign'd in that Heap of 


Expreſſion : That they may ſee and know, and con----xli. 20. 


fider, and underſtaud together that the Hand of the 
Lord hath done this. 


Ul. 1 ſhall conſider the Reaſons and Obligati- 


ons. I ſhall briefly repreſent and urge them to- 
gether, as being a Matter of ſo great Impor- 
tance to all, and ſo generally neglected. 

1. I argue from the various Significations of 
the Divine Will. The great God expreſly re- 
quires it, in various Repreſentations of his 
Will, and with very remarkable Circumſtance. 
Thus tis deliver'd in Form of a Precept, and 
ſolemnly enjoyn'd with the higheſt Marks of 


your Ways. He ſometimes earneſtly wiſhes and 


deſires it: O that they were wiſe, that they under- Deut. 
_ ſtoop this, that they would conſider their latter End, xxxii, 29. 
| | 12 
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i. e. how fain would I have them eonſider g 
how much better pleas'd ſhould I be, than witk 
their thoughtleſs Careleſneſs and ſtupid Neg- 
let ? At other Times he complains of it, and 
ſeems even to bewail their Unthoughtfulneſs, 
with Marks of Surprize and Aſtoniſhment, as 
the moſt unreaſonable and unaccountable 
Ila. i. 23. Thing: Hear O Heavens, and give Ear O Earth, 
for the Lord hath ſpoken : I have nouriſhed and 
brought up Children, and they have rebelled againſt 
me. The Ox knoweth his Owner and the Aſs his 
| Maſter's Crib, but Iſrael doth not know, my People 
don't confider, 1. e. They are more ſtupid than 
the Ox and Aſs. > 
Tis made one End of the Threatnings of his 
Word, and Afflictions of Life, to bring Men 
Exek. xii. to conſider: Therefore, thou Son of Man, prepare 
3+ thyſelf for removing, and remove by Day in their 
Sight, and thou ſhalt remove from thy Place, to ante 
ther Place in their Sight. A terrible Judgment or 
Denunciation, for it was to be a Sign to them 
of their approaching Captivity. And then it 
follows; It may be they will confider, tho they are 
a rebellious Houſe : As if he had ſaid, This is the 
moſt likely Means to produce this Effect, when 
all others have been unſucceſsſul ; if any thing 
will bring them to conſider, ſurely this will, 
From all this it plainly appears to be the 
poſitive Will of God, variouſly expreſs d, and 
with the moſt peculiar Circumſtance. 
2. From the Nature of the Duty regquir'd, 
which is the moſt reaſonable and eaſy. "Tis a 
ſmall Thing to ſay, tis not impoſſible, for God 
requires nothing that is ſo at our Hands. He 
expects nothing from us, which he don't make 
poſſible by his Grace. But neither is it, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, a difficult Thing, as many o- 
ther Inſtances of Duty really are; as Self-denyat 
ard Mortificatiou; forgiving Injuries ; Watchin 
| an 


* n = 
N P by Lo 
' * * — — 


and Faſting; and ſuffering Perſecut i 
. . can be more eaſy and reaſonable in all 


and poſſeſs your Minds 8 
Things; upon Aſſurance of ſome mighty Be- 


Men think it worth the while? 
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ion, &c. For 


the World, than to fit down and berhink our- 


ſelves ; to retire a little for the Exerciſe of our 
. own Theughts ? There is certainly nothing diffi- 


cult and hard in the Nature of the Thing, or the 
leaſt Shadow and Pretence of Complaint. | 


Indeed we ſometimes find it difficult Work 


to conſider and meditate, to keep our Thoughts 
intent upon any particular Subject. But then 
that ariſes from the Levity and Vanity of our 


Minds; a certain Featherineſs of Spirit, and Un- 


fixedneſs of Heart, ſo that we are eaſily diver- 
ted by other Things, .and w to ſtart afide like 
a deceitful Bou. But this muſt never be pleaded 


in the Caſe; for then no Duty could ever poſ- 


fibly be eaſy to us: Every Thing is difficult to 
an indiſpos'd Mind. Tis ſufficient that in it- 
ſelf, and its own Nature, tis quite otherwiſe. 
For do but try it in any other Caſe; ſuppoſe 
any one ſhould require you to fit down atid 
think over ſome Col he would lay before you, 

inds with the true State of 


nefit, or great Reward: Would you not think 


it reaſonable, and find it eaſy too? And don't 


we ſee it done every Day, in many Caſes of 
Buſineſs and Affairs of Life, when there is any 
Thing ſufficient to engage the Mind, or make 

3- From the Nature of the Soul, which is a 
thinking Being; capable of Thought, and fit- 
ted for Conſideration. This is the peculiar 
Glory of our Nature, and proper to ourſelves, 
of all the Creatures of this lower World : #2 
only are capable of Conſideration, and the Ex- 
erciſe of Thought. We have Thinking Souls, 
and ſhall we not think? We are formed for 
Conſideration, pg YO not exert our oh 
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ſtinguiſhing Power? Shall we let that lie dor- 


mant and inactive, which is the great Prero- 


Ifa.ryi.s. 
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ative and Perfection of our Nature ? So God 
ſpeaks by the Prophet; Remember this and ſhew 


yourſelves Men, bring it again to Remembrance O ye 
Tranſgreſſors: i. e. Without this you don't act 


like Men, or ſhew yourſelves reaſonable Crea- 


tures ; you degrade yourſelves from your pro- 


per Rank in the Creation, and degenerate into 


'unthinking Beaſts. | 


If we don't think of God and ourſelves, none 


of the Creatures in this World are capable of 
it; ſo God would looſe one great End of his 


Creation, and Glory of his Works. Other 
Creatures are fupported in Being, and live 5 4 
on his Bounty; but are not capable of co 
dering the Hand which ſuſtains and ſupplies 
them. Man was made the High Prieſt, as well 
as Lord, of the lower Creation, to offer up its 
Homage to God, as well as uſe and enjoy it; 
to own God, 'in his Creatures, as he has the 
Dominion and Service of them. Yea, and tis 
natural to us to think, and we ſhall be thinking 
of ſomething or other. If we don't think 
right, and exerciſe our Thoughts to good Pur- 
poſe, we ſhall to ſome bad one. We cannot a- 
yoid thinking on one Thing or Other: And 
what a Shame and Reproach is it to our Nature, 
to have'ſo noble a Power run waſte, or em- 
= 'd wrong ? So that in the View of the 
2aſe, tis only turning the Stream into a right 
Channel, directing our Thoughts to their pro- 
per Objects and in a regular Manner. 
4. I would rcaſon with you from the great 
Benefits and Advantage of Conſideration. Theſe 
are various and important; for Example, 
' Conſideration is a great Means of Xuow- 
Jedge. Tis a natural Means of attaining neceſ- 
fary Knowledge, and higher Improvements F 
oh | an 
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paſs of 
of what we know; we arrive to riper Appre- 


bring again to Mind; which ſuppoſes, not Ig- 


I made haſte and delay d not to keep thy Commands. 


f 19 1 


and tis an appointed Means too, and attended 


with the Promiſe of a Blefling. So in the Text, 
Confider what I ſay, and the Lord give thee Under- 
ſtanding in al Things, i. e. In this Way, and by 


this Means. By the Exerciſe of our Thoughts 


we improve our Underſtanding and grow in 


abr ary we come to take in a greater Com- 
ivine Truth, and a clearer Evidence 


henſions of Things, and gain a richer Store of 


Sacred Knowledge. The Mrd of God will dwell 


richly in us, in all Wiſdom and Underſtanding, and 

we ſhall become as Scribes well inſtructed to the 
Kingdom of Heaven ; To know the Holy Scriptures, 

which are able to make us wiſe unto Salvation ; and 

to be thoroughly furniſh'd to every good Work. 

Beſides, tis proper to help our Memory, and 

revive the Remembrance of Truth. We eaſily 

forget the Things we know already, let them 

ſlip out of our Mind, or lie bury'd in a uſeleſs 
Habit ; but Conſideration brings them back to 

our Mind, and makes our Knowledge actual 

and preſent to us. We refreſh our Thoughts 

by every Review, and thoſe Truths which lie 
dormant and aſleep, are awaken'd and enlive- _.. - 
ned: So we are called upon, to Remember and Iſa. xlvi. 8. 


norance of Mind, or being unacquainted with 
Things, but Forgetfulneſs and Inadvertence. 
And the Apoſtle purpoſes to ſtir up the Chriſti- 2Per.iii.r. 
ans Minds, by Way of Remembrance ; 1. e. by lay- 

ing before them afreſh, and calling them to 
conſider over again, what they knew before. 
Conſideration is commonly the firſt Step to 

a ſaving Converfion, and thoro' Change of Heart. 

So the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of himſelf ; I thought on Pſal. cxix. 
my Ways, and turued my Feet unto thy Statutes ; I 59- 


His whole Return to God aroſe from a ſerious 
3a D 2 Thought. 


20 ] | 
Thought. The returning Prodigal firſt came to 
Luke xv. , þjmſelf, and ſaid, bow many hired Servants in my 
Gol Fathers Houſe have Bread enough and to ſpare.” He 
recover'd a right Mind from the former Diſſo- 
luteneſs and Diſſipation of Thought; for he 
«ſaid this to himſelf, and in his own Mind. The 
firſt Beginning and Appearance of ſaving Good. 
after a long Round of open Extravagance, was 
retiring inward, and the Exerciſe of ſober 
Thoughts. Never expect a thoughtleſs Incon- 
ſideration will ever promote or admit a ſaving 
Change. Tis by the Exerciſe of our own 
Thoughts, and a ſtrong Impreſſion of them up- 
on our Mind, that we come to be ſenſible of 
our State; feel a kindly Remorſe for Sin, are 
wrought up to hearty Willingneſs to be the 
Lord's, and full Compliance with him. 
Farther, tis proper to excite holy Afﬀettions 
of Soul, and the Exerciſe of every Grace, Se- 
rious Conlideration will warm the Heart, and 
kindle Holy Defires ; revive good Impreſſions, 
and enliven the Exerciſes of our Souls. The 
Holy Pſalmiſt was affected with Admiration 
Pſal. viii. and Praiſe, when he confider d the Heavens, the 
3»4 DIWork of his Fingers, the Moon and the Stars which 
Akri. 3. 0 had ordained. And again, my Heart, ſays he, 
was hot within me, while I was mufing, the Fire 
burned. So the Diſciples ſpeak ; Did not our 
Hearts burn within us, when our Lord ſnggeſted 
proper Thoughts to their Mind. Tis proper 
Tim ii to ſtir up the Gift of God in us; to draw 
aa forth every Grace into a ſuitable Exerciſe upon 
wr its proper Object; for it brings Fewel to the 
| Fire, and 1s the kindly Breath which kindles a 
Sacred Flame, cheriſhes a generous Warmth, 
and gives Life and Vigour to all the Actions 
of the Soul. And you'll certainly find it, try 
it when you will, that ſolemn Seaſons of de- 
vont and ſerious Thoughts, will mightily 
| pro- 
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mars 2 good Habit, and lively 
Mind. | | | 
Again, 'twould be a great Preſervative from 
Sin, Serious Conſideration is proper to awaken 
Holy Fear, the great Guard of the Soul ; ang 
fix our Reſolutions and Purpoſes ; to bring 
proper Motives to our Minds, and make 2 
deeper Impreſſion upon them: It would quick- 

en fervent Prayer ; encourage humble Depen- 
dance; make us watchful againſt Snares ; and 
circumſpect in our Walk. Did we more tho- 
roughly conſider the conſtant Preſence of God 
with us, and his jealous and obſerving Eye; 
ſhould we not ſtand more in Awe of God, and 
not in agains? him? Did we conſider a future 
Jadgment and final Account; ſhould we not 
tremble; and be more powerfully reſtrain'd from 
carnal Mirth and youthful Folly ? But know 
thou, ſays the wiſe Man to the licentious Youth, 


P 
- 
* 
„ 


that for all theſe Things God will bring thee to Eeccl. xi. 2. 


* Were we more frequent in the 

Thonghts of a future State and eternal World, 

ſhould we not find more laſting Impreſſion, 

and governing Influence upon our Souls? If _ 
we look'd for ſuch Things, what manner of Perſons * Pet. iii. 

ſhould we be "in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs? 125 
Thus tis ſometimes preſcrib'd as a Means to 

this End: ' Confider this ye who forget God, left he pfal. I. 22. 
tear you in Pieces and there be none to deliver. And 

we find it had this Effect; Becauſe he confidereth, Ezek.xviii 
and turneth away from all his Tranſgreſſions which 2s. 

he hath committed. And tis made the Reaſon of 

Men's continu'd Wickedneſs : They confider not Ezck.v. 5. 
that they do Evil. And again, They confider not Hol. vii. 2, 

in their Hearts, that I remember all their Wicked- 

neſs ; i e. If they did but conſider, they would 

Sr 

- To clofe this Head; Serious Conſideration 

would quicken to all Duty. It would * 
* ch. 


. 
A. 
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the Mind, and tir it up to Action. When 
the Heart is warmly affected and impreſſed, it 


Pſal. cxix. 
15. 


would be free and ready to every Service of 
God : For this would furniſh out proper Rea- 
ſons, fix them upon the Heart, and make them 
powerful and effectual. When we grow ſlug- 
iſh, or are apt to be diſcouraged, tis by the 
Power of ſerious Thoughts we muſt be quick- 
en'd and encourag'd in the Way of Duty; kept 
cloſe to our proper Work, and carry'd thro 
all the Difficulties in our Way. This Effect is 
pointed out by the Pſalmiſt : I will meditate ow 
t hy Precepts, and bave reſpeft unto thy Hays. 
5. The great Inconvenience and Miſchief of 
Tuconfideration. Multitudes periſh at laſt, and 
are undone for ever, under all the Means of 
Light and Grace, by this ſingle Neglect. Tis 
got ſo much thro' Ignorance or want of neceſ- 
ary Knowledge, as thro” Inconfideration, and 


Want of attending to what they know already. 
The neceſſary Points of Chriſtian Knowledge 


are few and plain, and which a meaner Under- 
ſtanding, with proper Diligence, is able to take 
in; but want of Conſideration, or ſerions. Ex- 


erciſe of our Thoughts upon them, deprive 
Men of beſt Underſtandings, of the kindly Be- 


nefit, and prevent the ſaving Effect. The clear- 
eſt Repreſentation of Divine Truth, and pow- 
erful Arguments laid before them ; the moſt 
awful and the moſt moving Subjects; all the 


Charms of Divine Mercy, and Tenderneſs of 


a Redeemer's Love; the Terrors of the Lord, 
and the Judgment to come; never fink down in- 
to the Heart, or have a kindly Influence and 
laſting Effect: Not becauſe they don't know 
them, or believe them to be true ; but becauſe 
they don't conſider, or work them upon their 
Minds by ſerious Thoughts. Thus the whole 
Efficacy of Means, and all Endeavours, loſe 
their Force and prove in vain. E 


aj je 52.54 Rea 4: 


1 


- "Tis a fad Conſideration, That Men of fine 


Parts and curious Accompliſhments; many 6f 
long ſtanding under the beſt Advantages, fortie 


"who have been well inſtructed in the Knowledge 


of God, and perhaps ſometimes greatly affected 
with it too; have yet miſcarry'd and been loft, 


thro' meer Fry an of Conſideration, or want 
of being duly 1 | 1 
they knew: When a plain and upright Soul, With 


mpreſs'd and influenc d by what 


lower natural Capacities, and ſmaller Meaſtires 
of Knowledge, comes to experience the Power 
of ſaving Truth, and be eternally ſaved, by 
making Conſcience of Confideration, and accu- 
ſtoming themſelves to the Exerciſe of it. Gro- 
tius, a Prodigy of Parts and Learning, laden 
with the Praiſes of the learned World, atid raĩ- 
ſed to the higheſt Employmients of Life; be- 


wailed upon his dying Bed, being #nprofirably Ab vitam 
buſy all bis Life : And wiſh'd to exchange Con Perdidi o- 
dition with a certain poor Man, of the mean- %% vi- 


* 


eſt Employment, who divided his Time for ma- 4 


ny Years, into three equal Parts; his Sleep, and john vlich 


ork, and Devotion. I add but one Thing 
more. 5 
6. The Inexcuſeableneſs of the Neglect. For 
what muſt Men be ſuppoſed to fay for them- 
ſelves > What Colours of Excuſe will they lay 
upon the Matter > What Appearance or Pre- 
tence of Truth? Will they pretend, They could 
not conſider, and were not capable of it? That 
would be a good Pretence if it were true; but 
that they cannot ſay: For they have Thinking 


Souls, and are naturally capable of Conſidera- 


tion: Yea, and they exerciſe that Power in o- 

ther Matters too, and conſider them more'than 

enough. So that Men who truly ſay, they can- 

not convert themſelves, cannot therefore ſay, 

they cannot conſider, which is ſo great a _— 
| an 


. 5 | 1 1 24 1 \ _ 
k and Step towards it. Will they, pretend, tis a 
difficult Duty, and requires Toll and Care? But 
what is eaſter than Thought, or more reaſona- 
ble, than to conſider? What lower Thing could 
he require, and what might not more reaſona- 
bly be expected too? If Men are willing to do 

Any thing; if the Matter were put to them- 
ſelves, could they deſire more kind and conde- 
ſcending Treatment ? May we not aply to this 
1 Kings v. Cafe the Paſſage of Naaman's Seryant: If the 

Prophet had bid thee do ſome great Thing, uon d 
thou not do it ; how much rather then when he ſays 
zo thee, Waſh and be Clean? Or will they ſay, 
they bave not Time to conſider, and can't find 
Leiſure for the Exerciſe of ſerious Thoughts, 
and ſolemn Conſideration : Their Minds are 


filled with other Cares, and taken up with o- 
ther Things. But have they any greater Things 
to think off, more excellent and worthy in theft 
Nature, or of higher Importance and Concern 
to themſelves ? Shall lefler Things be carefully 
conſider'd, and the Trifles of this World be 
' weighed and examined, while God is not in all 
our Thoughts ; the great Things of his Law, are 
trange Things; and the great Salvation of the 
Goſpel neglected? Or will they ſay at laſt, they 
could not find in their Hearts to conſider, or 
bring their Minds to ſet about it; that they 
found a conſtant Averſion and Diſlike, and 
could ſooner do any Thing than ſo irkſome 
and unpleaſant a Work; that they were afraid 
to think of God, and durſt not look within? 
This indeed is the true Reaſon, but the worſt _ 
| Excuſe in the World: For is that fit to excuſe a 
Fault, which is itſelf a greater Fault, the Root 
all the Evil, and Cauſe whence all the Diſor- 
der ſprings; ſo that they will be without Excuſe, f 
and have no reaſonable Apology left. Ti N 
e eee - To 
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been wiſe, that we had underſtood, 


olf an whole Eternity to exerciſe their * 


Goſpel, and loſt 


” To conclude. They will be fore d to conſ - 


to think over in the Day of their Diſtreſs, what 
they now neglected; under the Weight of ſome 
t Affliction of Life, or Bodily Sickneſs and 
ain; upon a dying Bed, or under the nearer 


will have many uneaſy RefleQions, and ſadly 


7 


* * 


Py ; 


der Hereafter whether they will or no: In the © "OR 
Prophet's remarkable Words; In the latter Days Jer. xxiij,  * 
ye [ball confider it perſefBly. They will be made 20, 


Proſpects of an approaching Eternity; they | 


conſider their paſt Security and Neglect. Then 


they will make God's Wiſh their own, tho as 


much in vain as his was now: O that ue had. 


and cofidered 
our latter End! Lea, they will have the Leiſure 


who could not find Leiſure for it here. They 
will. think of a ſlighted Saviour, and neglected 
ation, with bitter Anguiſh 
and Diſtreſs of Soul. A t Part of the Mi- 
ſery of the Damned will lie in the Horkings of 
their on Thoughts; in the Reviews of their 
Folly, and Reproaches of their Heart. And they 
wil be all grating and tormenting Thoughts, 
without any Mixture of Eaſe or Relief; and 
have no other Effect, but to give the ſharper 
Accents to their Miſery, and the quicker Senſe 
of Pain. EN | 

And now if what has been ſaid may be of 
any Uſe to direct and aſſiſt any humble and ſe- 
riGus Soul, or awaken a ſecure and thonghtleſs 
one, to the Exerciſe of Religious Conſideration ; 
it would be a Morning well employ'd, and a 
Fear well begun: It would be an honourable 
Memorial all our Days, and a comfortable Re- 
flection at laſt ; if this Day commenced the Se- 
_ and Thoughtful, and Conſiderate Age 
of Life. 
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